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Note

First Repiirt of Anihlyninnui /y.sciiclocomolor Aragao (Acari: Ixodida: Ixodidae)

from Bolivia, with a New Record of thi.s Tick from the Grey Brocket Deer,

Mazciina gouazoupira (G. Fischer) (Mammalia: Artiodactyia: Cervidae)

Most of the 57 generally recognized spe-

cies of Amhlyoiuina known from the Neo-

tropical Zoogeographic Region occur in hu-

mid lowlands, where they and their hosts

are accessible to collectors, with the result

that only seven new species in this tick ge-

nus have been described from the Neotrop-

ics during the last half century (Gugliei-

mone et al., in press). But while the job of

inventorying the Neotropical amblyommine
fauna may be virtually complete, there still

are large gaps in our knowledge of the bi-

ology and distribution of many species, es-

pecially those that seldom parasitize hu-

mans or domesticated animals. Amblyomma
pseiidoconcolor Aragao is representative of

this problem: its preimaginal stages remain

undescribed, its principal hosts are arma-

dillos (Xenarthra: Dasypodidae). and its re-

corded range —Argentina, Brazil, French

Guiana, Paraguay, Surinam, and Uruguay

—

is disjunct, an artifact of incomplete col-

lecting (Buitendijk 1945, Boero 1957,

Floch and Fauran 1958, Aragao and Fon-

seca 1961, Venzal et al. 2002), Contrary to

most of its Neotropical congeners, A. pseii-

doconcolor is also small (male body length

= 3 mm) and indistinctly ornate, so that

even investigators who regularly examine

armadillos are likely to overlook this tick.

Between 1999 and 2001. two of us (SLD
and AJN) were able to collect modest num-
bers of A. pseiidoconcolor (Table 1 ) from

three species of armadillo (Dasypus nov-

enicinctus L., Eiiphractiis sexcinctiis (L.),

and Tolypeiites nuitaciis (Desmarest)) ex-

amined in the vicinity of the Cerro Cortado

Held camp, on the boundary between the

Izoceiio-Guaranf (Isoso) indigenous teni-

tory and the vast Kaa-Iya del Gran Chaco
National Park (Parque Nacional y Area

Natural de Manejo Integrado Kaa-Iya del

Gran Chaco), about 300 km southeast of the

city of Santa Cruz and 25 km east of the

nearest Izocerio-Guaranf community
(19.31.36S, 62.18.36W). We believe that

these are the first collections of A. pseiido-

concolor ever reported from Bolivia. In ad-

dition, on 10 July 1999, SLD removed a

single male of ,4. pseiidoconcolor while

conducting a postmortem examination of a

female grey (also known as brown) brocket

deer, Mazama gouazoupira (G. Fischer).

Because armadillos and brocket deer are

ecological associates in the Gran Chaco,

this new host record is less surprising than

it might otherwise seem.

The Chaco ecosystem surrounding Cerro

Cortado field camp chiefly consists of short,

dense thorn forest (3-5 m canopy, with

emergents 8-15 m tall). Annual precipita-

tion averages just 550 mm. and the dry sea-

son can last from May to December. Similar

conditions prevail (though precipitation ris-

es to 800 mmin the east) throughout the

neighboring national park, which comprises

3,441.115 ha of largely virgin dry forest,

and whose creation was proposed by the

Izoceiio-Guaram' people, with assistance

from the Wildlife Conservation Society.

Originally, South America's Chaco dry for-

est extended over I million km^ of eastern

Bolivia, northern Argentina, and Paraguay.

This habitat type shelters a conspicuously

endangered mammal fauna, including the

Chacoan peccary. Catcigoniis wagneri
(Rusconi), tapir, Tci/ylnis terrestris (L.),

Chacoan guanaco. Lama gtianicoe voglii

(Krumbiegel), jaguar, Panthera onca (L.),

maned wolf, Chrysocyon brachyurus (Illi-

ger). salt-desert cavy. Dolichotis salinicola

Burmeister, and the armadillos Cabassous
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Table \. Collections of Amblyonima pseiidoconcolor from the vicinity of CeiTO Cortado field camp, near

Kaa-Iya del Gran Chaco National Park, Bolivia.
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